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ON THE SUPPLEMENTARY ESIA CONSULTATION PERIOD FOR 

MINSKVODOKANAL PROJECT (16.04.2018 – 14.08.2018) 

The 120-day period of consultation activities for the Supplementary ESIA 

started on 16th of April 2018 following the disclosure of the following 

documents: 

 Supplementary ESIA Report; 

 Non-technical summary (NTS); 

 Stakeholder engagement plan (SEP); 

 Environmental and Social Action Plan (ESAP). 

The documents were disclosed at a variety of venues as recommended by SEP, 

and proper notifications were ensured by media, street adverts and personal 

communication (in case of the most affected communities). 

On 24th of May 2018 a public meeting was held aimed at discussion of the 

documents disclosed. In total, 54 participants were registered including the 

following: 

 Representatives of Minskvodokanal; 

 Representatives of the elected officials of Novodvorsky rural council, the 

City of Minsk and Belarus; 

 Residents of Zavodskoy district of Minsk, Novodvorsky rural council and 

the former village of Shabany; 

 Representatives of a variety of other governmental and non-

governmental organizations and enterprises. 

During the meeting the results of the ESIA were presented. Some of the 

stakeholders involved into the meeting, including the elected representative of 

the Belarusian parliament, demonstrated their positive attitude towards the 

Supplementary ESIA contents and results. Major concerns raised by local public 

related to the Project design and alternatives, including: 

 Duration of the Project; 

 A range of alternative options for utilization of the sediments resulting 

from the water processing activities; 

 Opportunities for Project costs reduction; 
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 Potential air impacts triggered by the Project. 

The concerns raised were responded to by the representatives of Minskvodokanal, Ramboll and 

Minskgrado. 

During the consultation period, a total number of 3 suggestions or propositions were lodged by the 

stakeholders. They are described in more details below. 

Collective request (24.07.2018) 

The request was issued by the residents of Novodvorsky rural council and addresses the issues of the 

overall spatial development plan of Special Economic Zone ‘Minsk’ (Parcel 1 ‘MSA’). The plan includes a 

variety of additional developments, one of which is the Project. Additionally, the residents requested to 

consider the alternative of the Project allowing for use of the MVK-produced sediment in agricultural 

activities. The proposition was signed by over 400 residents. The request was responded by 

Minskvodokanal elaborating on the positive aspects which the Project will ensure in regard to 

environmental impacts. MVK re-confirmed its position on the use of sediment in the agricultural sector 

stating that the sediment’s characteristics do not allow its safe use in food production industry. 

Collective request (04.08.2018)  

The request was issued by the residents of Novodvorsky rural council addressing the cumulative impacts 

of the wide range of sources, including waste management facilities, tannery, etc. The residents also 

required to clarify the area of sediments and other “toxic” (the term in the request) goods placement, as 

well as to ensure that only the part of Project that is safe to environment is to be implemented. The 

request was signed by over 240 persons. The request was responded to by Minskvodokanal (with 

assistance from Ramboll) stipulating the generally positive environmental and social effect of the 

Project. Minskvodokanal specifically emphasized that the zero-alternative is considered as one of the 

negative options and should be avoided. Additional measures that may be provided to ensure 

environmental safety of the Project are listed in the response.  

The request response was prepared jointly by Ramboll and EBRD supported by the letter signed by the 

Head of EBRD Minsk office, who stipulated that EBRD and Minskvodokanal will ensure implementation of 

specific actions providing for compliance with national and international environmental and social 

standards. The implementation of the actions shall be guaranteed by the loan agreement for 

Minskvodokanal. 

Personal request (06.07.2018)  

In a personal written request, one individual insisted on additional consideration of the Project 

alternatives; specifically, it was requested to make a further research on the possibility of the MVK-

produced sediment as a fuel for cement industry. Minskvodokanal specialists responded to the request 

with additional expertise from the Ministry of Architecture and Construction of the Republic of Belarus. 

The general conclusion provided by Minskvodokanal indicates the economic insufficiency of the use of 

sediment in cement industry proposed in the request. 

Conclusion 

Based on the above, it is concluded that all requests made by the public were responded within the 

allotted timeframes as stipulated by SEP and internal grievance management procedures of MVK. The 

process of public consultation for the Supplementary ESIA may be considered as completed, and the 

objectives of the process are accomplished. Nevertheless, Minskvodokanal will continue actively 

engaging with the interested parties in line with the provisions of SEP. 


